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The body of a woman floats to the surface of a lake with sixty pounds of cinder block and chain

attached to her legs. Her killer faces the death penalty if the prosecution can answer one question:

Did she drown? A worker for the only U.S. plant licensed to produce anthrax dies, the victim of a

heart attack. But what caused his heart to stop beating? Follow veteran medical examiner Dr.

Stephen D. Cohle into the world of forensic pathology, as he solves these and many other cases.

Written from an insiderâ€™s view, Cause of Death puts the reader behind Dr. Cohleâ€™s shoulder

while he examines each victim. The cases range from exotic murder mysteries ripe for a CSI

episode to everyday casualties of heart attacks and car accidents. Every victim, though, has a story

to tell. Enter a real-life morgue with its strange sights, sounds, and smells, and watch a forensic

mastermind as he unravels each victimâ€™s cause of death.
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Stephen D. Cohle, MD is the chief medial examiner for Kent County, Michigan. During his years as

the medical examiner, he has performed thousands of autopsies. Some have been part of

high-profile murder cases, but the majority are not fodder for the next episode of CSI but are instead

of just men and women, and sometimes children, who met their end through normal, though still

heart-breaking means.Cause of Death is told from the perspective of the medical examiner, but is

unique from some of the other books by well known forensic pathologists. This volume does not

highlight sensational cases, like the Jon Benet Ramsey case, but are instead full of what are just

regular folks who happened to find their way to the morgue in various ways. It also gives the reader



more of a sense of what a real medical examiner's office is like. There are no exhibits of murder

weapons from famous cases, but there is a display of alcohol, delivered with some of the bodies

who so often meet their demise as a result of the contents of these bottles.Along for the trip, and

co-authoring the book, is Tobin T. Buhk, who once told Cohle that he should write a book about his

experiences. Buhk joined him in the morgue over the course of several months, and was able to

witness and sometimes participate, in the autopsies of several people. This gives the authors the

chance to bring the reader into the stories as more than just a casual observer. We are able to

experience the operations of the morgue through the eyes of the expert, Dr. Cohle, and the novice,

Buhk.The Kent County morgue is not what you see on CSI or Law and Order. It is a place that is a

collection of contradictions.
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